
March 2015 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

Co-op Connections Cards 1 

Nominating Committee Results 2 

  

Attention Irrigators 3 

Manager’s Note 4 

Boardroom News 4 

Co-op Connections Participating 

Businesses: 

¶ The Fine Grind όмл҈ ƻũ ǇǳǊπ

ŎƘŀǎŜύ 

¶ Country Corner Hair Shop 

όмл҈ ƻũ ǊŜǘŀƛƭ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎύ 

¶ Miller Soap Company LLC 

όмл҈ ƻũ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜΦ 5ƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ 

ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǎƘƛǇǇƛƴƎύ 

¶ Same As It Once Was όмл҈ 

ƻũ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜύ 

¶ Herren Brothers όмл҈ ƻũ 

¢ǊǳŜ ±ŀƭǳŜ ƛǘŜƳǎ ƴƻǘ ŎǳǊπ

ǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƻƴ ǎŀƭŜ ƻǊ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ŀǘ 

ŘƛǎŎƻǳƴǘύ 

¶ Lickety Stitch Quilts όCǊŜŜ 

ǇŀǧŜǊƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜύ 

/ƻ-ƻǇ /ƻƴƴŜŎǝƻƴǎ ŎŀǊŘǎ 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 

ŀǊǊƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƭŀǘŜ aŀǊŎƘΦ  

²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƳΣ 

ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ Ƴŀƛƭ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ 

ƻǊ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ 

ǎǘƻǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇƛŎƪ 

ƻƴŜ ǳǇΦ 

²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ 

ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭπ

ǊŜŀŘȅ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ 

ǘƻ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ǎƻƻƴΦ 

/ǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƴƎ ōǳǎƛπ

ƴŜǎǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ 

ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ 

b9! ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ 

www.connections.coop Σ 

ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŬƴŘ ALL ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ ƴŀǝƻƴ-ǿƛŘŜ ǇŀǊǝŎƛπ

ǇŀǝƴƎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎΦ !ƭǎƻΣ 

ŘƻǿƴƭƻŀŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻ-ƻǇ /ƻƴπ

ƴŜŎǝƻƴΩǎ ƳƻōƛƭŜ ŀǇǇ ŦƻǊ 

!ƴŘǊƻƛŘ ϧ !ǇǇƭŜ ŘŜǾƛŎŜǎ 

ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜǇŀƎŜΦ 

.ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ Ƴŀȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ 

ƻũŜǊǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ 

ŀƴŘ ƴŜǿ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ Ƴŀȅ 

ƧƻƛƴΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 

ȅƻǳǊ ōŜǎǘ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŦƻǊπ

ƳŀǝƻƴΦ 

http://www.connections.coop
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2015 Irrigation General Information Letter is coming out soon. Please read your irrigation paperwork carefully. 

Mid-March, you will be receiving the yearly irrigation letter.  The normal irrigation season is May 1 through October 31. In 

the past, there have been some consumers who have requested to be turned on for April instead of waiting until May.  We 

can meet such a request IF we get a bank letter or the pre-payment(s) required in the office and processed at least a week 

PRIOR to Wednesday, April 1, 2015.  The linemen will connect any services that are ready on April 1st.  If you do not in-

form us in time for the April 1st turn on date, you will be charged a trip fee ($30.00 plus mileage @ .84 per mile) to connect 

on any other work day in April.  The next scheduled turn on date will be the traditional date of May 1st. 

Connection of Account 

NEA will not connect any irrigation account without a prepayment or bank letter of guarantee.  The electric service will be 

kept in the landowner’s name, in the event of a lease agreement.  Connected accounts will be required to meet 100% of 

annual minimum charges. 

Prepayment 

The prepayment will be based on your three highest billings from the previous irrigation year or the annual minimum charge 

times three, whichever is greater.  The prepayment must be received, in the office, by April 16th, 2015.  After receiving pre-

payment, service will begin on May 1, 2015.  NEA will retain this prepayment until the service is disconnected or October 

31, 2015.  The prepayment will be applied to the final bill and any credits will be returned to consumers by November 30, 

2015. 

Bank Letter of Guarantee 

You have the option of obtaining a bank letter of guarantee rather than paying the prepayment.  The bank letter of guaran-

tee will be based on your three highest billings from previous irrigation year or the annual minimum charge times three, 

whichever is greater.  The bank letter of guarantee must be received, in the office, by April 16, 2015.  After receiving the 

letter of guarantee, service will begin on May 1, 2015. 

Idle Systems 

Please notify NEA prior to April 16, 2015 if you do not plan to operate your irrigation system.  An idle service charge will be 

applied if you do not want the lines and services removed. 

Maintenance on customer side equipment 

Any services disconnected for maintenance on your equipment during the irrigation season will be required to meet Nation-

al Electric Code prior to reconnection of the service.  This includes getting an electrical permit and a fused disconnect at the 

metering point.  

New Irrigation rate effective 1-1-2015 

NEA has made significant changes to the rate for irrigations.  In the past you were charged the facilities charge as a lump 

sum on month of connect. With the new rate, the facilities charge will apply each month that the service is connected. This 

change removes the need for the old “off-season” minimum.  

 
If you have any questions concerning the changes, please feel free to contact our billing department.  

IRRIGATION SERVICE Facilities Charge $60.00 per month 

(I)                                      (130) Annual Minimum $9.75 per HP (10 HP Min) 

 Demand Charge $15.40 per kW per month 

 Energy Charge $0.05571 per kWh 
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www.niobrara-electric.org  

www.facebook.com/NiobraraElectric 

Juniors, consider applying for Youth Energy 

Leader Camp 2015.  

NEA is looking for motivated youth to repre-

sent us at Camp. If you want to learn more 

about the many facets of the Cooperative 

world, expand your leadership skills and have 

the opportunity to earn a trip to Washington 

DC, then youõll want to attend this camp. 

Watch for more information on facebook. Ap-

plications will be at both Sioux and Niobrara 

County high schools or call and visit with Twyla 

307-334-3221 for more information.  

 

Report of Nominating Committee 

The Nominating Committee, appointed for the purpose of nominat-

ing Directors for Niobrara Electric Association, Inc. for three year 

terms, met at the office of the Association on February 11, 2015 at 

5:30 p.m., pursuant to Notice. 

The members of the Committee present for the meeting were: 

District No.1 Ken Dixon, Denzel Coffey & Richard A. Ladwig 

District No. 2 Stan Rennard & Dan Hanson 

District No. 3 Jon Woodrum, Rodney Gray & Donald Mack 

The Committee selected Andy Greer (District 1), Andy Barnette 

(District 2) & Jim Dunn (District 3) to be placed in nomination for Di-

rectors of Niobrara Electric Association. 



NEA NEWS is a publication of Niobrara Electric 

Association., Inc  

PO Box 697 

Lusk WY 82225  

Phone: 307-334-3221 

Fax: 307-334-2620 

  

Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday 

7:30 am—5:00 pm 

Fridays  7:30 am—

4:00 pm 

Electricians Department 

7:00 am—5:30 pm (M-F) 

Outages ....1-800-322-0544          

or 307-334-3221 

Phones are answered 24 hours a 

day.  Phones will be answered by 

Niobrara Electric Association 

during office hours and  the Nio-

brara County Sheriff’s office will 

take all other calls and dispatch 

NEA personnel.  

Energy use: myths and facts 

 

In the face of rising energy 

costs, consumers are looking for 

ways to reduce their energy use. 

Although there are a lot of good 

ideas out there, there also are a 

lot of misconceptions about 

what is really effective. Here are 

some of the most common 

myths and the facts to set you 

on the right path. 

 

Myth:  Screen savers reduce 

energy use. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

         District 

 

John Hester     1         Keeline, WY President 

Andy Barnette    2         Lusk, WY 

David Keener         3         Marsland, NE Sec./Treas 

Bill Wilson           3     Harrison, NE 

Jack Hammond          1          Lance Creek, WY 

Jim Dunn            3          Harrison, NE 

Kenny DeGering          2          Lusk, WY 

Andy Greer    1      Lance Creek, WY 

JD Wasserburger   2      Lusk, WY  Vice President 

Boardroom News 

February Board Meeting 

¶ Director Hammond spoke regarding Tri-State business. Director Keener dis-

cussed NREA business and Director Greer shared WREA information. 

¶ Attorney Skavdahl spoke on collection matters.  

¶ Line Superintendent Rick Bridge reported that the new voltage regulators 

feeding the west end of the system were running, and recommended up-
dating the high load escort costs. 

¶ Manager Ceaglske reported on the 2015 Budget and it was approved at 

just under $1,000,000 with about $500,000 in margins.  He also updated 
the board on west oil load.   

 

 

 
!ŎǝǾƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻƛƭ ŬŜƭŘ ŀǊŜŀ ƛǎ ǎƭƻǿƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ ƻƛƭ ǇǊƛŎŜǎΦ  Iƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ 
b9! ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƭƛƴŜǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΚ 
 
¢ƘŜ ƻŶŎƛŀƭ ǘŜǊƳ ƛǎ ϦŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴ ƛƴ ŀƛŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴϦΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǇŀƛŘ ǘƻ b9! ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ 
ŦǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ǇƻƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǊŜǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƭƻŀŘΦ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ Ŏƻ-
ƻǇǎΣ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǝŀƭ ƭƛƴŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀ ŎƻƳōƛƴŀǝƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƘŜŀǾƛƭȅ w¦{ ƭƻŀƴ ŦǳƴŘǎ 
όw9! ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜύ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŦǳƴŘǎ όƭƻǿ ƻǊ ƴŜŀǊ ȊŜǊƻύΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŘƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ 
Ƴŀƴȅ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǳƴǝƭ ϦŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅϦ ǿŀǎ ƘƻƻƪŜŘ ǳǇΦ  !ǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ Ϧƻƛƭ ōƻƻƳϦ ǿŀǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴπ
ƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǎǝƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǿŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ōƻƻƳ ǘƻ ōǳǎǘΣ ǿŜ Ǝƻǘ ƭŜƊ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƛƴŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǿŜǊŜ ŬƴŀƴŎŜŘΣ ƻƴƭȅ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜƴϥǘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǝƴƎ ŀƴȅ ǊŜǾŜƴǳŜ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƭƻŀƴǎΦ 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ϦǎǘǊŀƴŘŜŘ ŎƻǎǘϦΣ ƻǊ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǎǇŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻƴϥǘ ōŜ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ 
ōŀŎƪΦ 
 
{ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǝƳŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴǎ Ƙŀǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘΦ  bƻǿ b9! Ǉŀȅǎ 
ŀƴ ƛƴƛǝŀƭ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴΣ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ Ϸмллл ǇŜǊ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ƛǘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ƴŜǿ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻǿƴŜǊ ǘƻ ŎƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ  ²Ŝ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ŀ ŬǾŜ ȅŜŀǊ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛƴ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀŎŎŜǇǝƴƎ 
ŀ ǇƻǊǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ƛƴ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭƳŜƴǘǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǝƴƎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ 
ŦǊƻƳ ƛƴŎǳǊǊƛƴƎ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƴŜǿ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΦ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ƭƻŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƛƴŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘŜΣ ƻǊ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ 
ǎƘƻǊǘ ƭƛǾŜŘΣ ǿŜ Řƻƴϥǘ ƻũŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘ Ŏŀƴ ŀŘŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǊŜƳƻǾŀƭ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ōƛƭƭΦ  !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƪŜȅ ǿƻǊŘ ƛǎ ϦŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴϦ ƛƴ ŀƛŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴΣ ƴƻǘ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜΦ !ƊŜǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƭƛƴŜǎ 
ŀǊŜ ōǳƛƭǘΣ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǝŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ǝƻ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ b9!Φ 
 
!ǎ ŦŀǊ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ǊŜǾŜƴǳŜ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƭƻǿ ŘƻǿƴΣ ǿŜ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŀōƛƭƛǝŜǎ 
ŀƴŘ Ǝƻ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ  {ƻ ŦŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƻƛƭ ƘŀǾŜƴϥǘ ŦŀƭƭŜƴ ōŜƭƻǿ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴ ŎƻǎǘǎΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǾŜπ
ƴǳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǿŜƭƭǎ Ƙŀǎ ǎǘŀȅŜŘ ǳǇΦ  Lǘ Ƙŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƭƻǿŜŘ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǿ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦ  !ǎ 
ǿƛǘƘ Ǉŀǎǘ ƻƛƭ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ƛǘϥǎ ŀ ŎȅŎƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ōƻƻƳ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ Ƙƻǿ ǎƻƻƴ ŘŜǇŜƴŘǎ ƻƴ ǿƘƻǎŜ 
ŎǊȅǎǘŀƭ ōŀƭƭ ȅƻǳ ƭƻƻƪ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΦ  LϥǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ ƻƴ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ 
ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǇƛŎƪƛƴƎ ǳǇ ōȅ ŦŀƭƭΣ ǎƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƴǝƳŜΣ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿŜǊ ǇǊƛŎŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǳƳǇΦ 
 
YŜƴƴȅ /ŜŀƎƭǎƪŜ 


